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An Ordination Sermon. 


Col osstAxs I. 28. Whom we preach, woos 
every Man, and teaching every Man in all 
Wiſdom; that we may preſent every Man 


Perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. 


SN theſe Words of St. Paul, now read 
5 in your Audience, we have ſet forth 
5 one principal and important Branch 
e of the miniſterial Office, and the 

grand Scope and Deſign of it. What 
he here alas. with Reſpect to himſelf and o- 
ther Miniſters of the Goſpel, is incumbent upon 
all who are ſolemnly ſet apart, according to di- 
vine Appointment, to the Work of the Goſpel- 


_ Miniſtry. For whatever Diſtinction there may 


be between the Office of an Apoſtle, and that of 
an ordinary Mizifter in the chriſtian Church, 
their Work, with Reſpect to Preaching, is the 
ſame, - as to the Subject-Matter, compleat Man- 
ner, and true * and End of it: So that the 
Apoſtles, and firſt Miniſters of Chriſt, were, in 
this Point, Enſamples to all their Succeſſors in 


the miniſtenzal Office; abg it is now, as much 
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as ever it was, the ſpecial Duty of thoſe, who 


are put in Truſt with the Goſpel, to preach 
CHRIST, warning every Man, and teaching eve- 
Man, in all WWiſdom ; that they may preſent every 
Man per fel i in Chriſt Teſus. 
Wherefore, in diſcourſing upon theſe Words, 
I ſhall, without any critical Remarks upon them, 
immediately apply myſelf to the Conſideration 
of the ſeveral Things, clearly held forth in them, 
touching the Duty of Goſpel-Miniſters, viz. 
I. That they fhould preach Chriſt. 
II. That they Neal do this in a clear, fall and 
perſuaſroe Manner, © warning every Man, 
and teaching every Man in all Wiſdom.” 
III. That their principal View and governing 
Aim herein ſhould be, that they may pre- 
ſent every Man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus.“ 
I ſay then, 
I. That Goſpel-Miniſters ſhould preach * briſt. 
I ſhall! not ſpend Time to prove what is here 
ſuppoſed, "viz. That Preaching is a principal and 
important Part of the Work of Goſpel-Miniſters. 
The Characters by which they are deſcribed 
the Duties injoined upon and Directions given 
to them in holy Scripture—and the Examples of 
the firſt Miniſters of the chriſtian Church, imply 
and ſhew this to be a Duty ſpecially incumbent 
on them, —a Bulineſs belonging to them, ſo as it 
does not to others, who are not intruſted with 
the ſame Office. But the main Point here to be 
conſidered is, What they ſhould make the Sub- 
ject-· Matter, the n Theme af their Preach- 
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ing: And this is Jesvs CHRIST. Chriſt is, by 
Way of Eminency, the great Subject of the Goſ- 
pel-Revelation, and Goſpel-Miniſters, in their 
Preaching, ſhould have a ſpecial Reference and 
Regard to him ; not meerly glance at, but point 
directly to him, ſo as to diſpenſe and make ma- 
nifeſt the Savour of the Kno wledge of him, and lead 
Men to a thorough, and, if poſſible, to a ſaving 
Acquaintance with him. As they are Chriſt's 
Miniſters by Office, ſo they ſhould preach Chriſt, 

as he is revealed and ſet forth in the Goſpel, as 
they would faithfully diſcharge their ſacred Of- 
fice, ang anſwer the true End and Deſign of it. 
So did the Apoſtles of Chriſt, notwithſtanding 
the great Oppolition and Ill-Treatment they met 
with for it. Acts V. 42. Daily in the Temple, and 
in the Honſe, they ceaſed not to teach and to preach 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

This Phraſe of Preaching Chriſt is ſeveral 
Times uſed in the New-Teſtament : And it is 
with a particular and immediate Reference to 
him, that St. Paul ſays in the Text- hom we 
preach, Now to preach Chriſt, as the Apoſtles 
did, and every one of his Miniſters ought to do, 
is to preach the Doctrine or Goſpel of Chriſt ; 
even the Myſtery (as it is expreſſed ver. 26.) which 
hath been hid from Ages and from Generations, but 
uow is made manif?ſt to his Saints. It is not barely 


inſiſting upon, or frequently mentioning the 
Name of Chriſt, but preaching the Truth as it is 


in Jeſus ; declaring the whole Counſel of God 
to Mankind revealed by Chrilt ; always, in 10 
Cour e 
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Courſe of their Miniſtry, making the peculiar 
Doctrines of the Goſpel, which immediately 
concern the Kingdom of God, and the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, the principal Topics of Diſcourſe ; 


and teaching Men to obſerve all Things whatſoever 
he hath commanded ; explaining and urging the 
Precepts of Chriſtianity in a Manner agreable to 
the Nature, Spirit, and Genius of 1 it. 

More particularly, hs: 

1. To preach Chriſt is fo greich the Jebſent] 
Dignity sf Chriſt: To ſet him forth, in a feriptu- 
ral Light; both in his 4#vize atid humam Nature, 

as God manifeſt in the Fleſh, * This is one of 


thofe Myſteries of Godlineſs, which, however 
inconceivable by us, is expreſsly revealed in the 


© Goſpel, and to be preached oy the Miniſters of 
_— 

The Divinity of Chriſt's varſen 5 1s to be taug cht 
and maintained againſt thoſe who den "ro He 


is to be preached, that he is the Son of God: yea, 
the only begotten Son of God by Way of Riel 


and Diſtinction; not only fully reſembling, but 
alſo partaking of the Nature and Perfections of 
the Deity, being the Brightneſs of his Father's Glo- 
ry, aud the expreſs Image of his Perſon : F Who 
was in the Beginning with God, and was God, 4 
poſſeſſed of divine Excellencies, the Image of the 
inviſible God, the Firſt-born of every e or 
before all Creatures, and by whom all Things, both 
in Heaven and in Earth, were created, and do con- 
fiſt, F and to whom divine Titles are given, and 


divine Attributes and Works are aſcribed. 


He 
„Tin. 3.16, + Ueb, 1. 3. Þ Job. 1. 1. cen Ver. 15, 16, 17. 
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ry, of the Goſpel, to upfold this great Myſtery 
of ſinful Man's Redenhrion * Chriſt. Herein 
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He is likewiſe to be repreſented in his Huma- 
nity, and preached, that he is the Son of Man — 
that he became incarnate, or was made Fleſh and 


dwelt among Men - aſſumed the humanNature, 


and was made in all Things hike unto his Brethren, 
whom he came to redeem and ſave—a moſt in- 
nocent and righteous Perſon, who, altho' he 
really partook of the eſſential Properties of hu- 
man Nature, was yet, by his extraordinary Con- 
ception and Birth, exempt from human Sin and 
Guilt, and was ever perfectly holy, harmleſs, and 
undefiled . — one who was filled with the Holy 
Ghoſt without Meaſure, F and in whom dwelt the 
Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. || 

And it is of no ſmall Importance that the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt ſhould preach up his perſonal 
Dignity and Excellency ; not only to lead Men 
to juſt and worthy Conceptions of him, but alſo 
to convince them of his Suitableneſs and Ability 
to ſave them, and to ſhow what ſolid Ground 
there is to hope and truſt in him. 

2. To preach Chriſt is to preach him in hisOffice- 
Character and Work, as the only Mediator between 
God and Man, and the Saviour ff loſt, guilty and 


periſhing Sinners. 


The Goſpel contains the glad Tidings of Sal- 


vation to fallen Men by Jeſus Chriſt, and in it 
we have the cleareſt and fulleſt Diſcovery hereof. 


Vea, it is the ſpecial Buſineſs, and peculiar Glo- 


the 


„Joch. 1. 14. f Heb, 2. 17: + Heb, 7. 26. John 3. 34+ 
Col. 2. 9, : 
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the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is repreſented, not only in 
his perſonal Character and Dignity, as God mani- 
feſt in the Fleſh, but alſo as being appointed and 
ſent of God, to mediate between himſelf and us, 
to effect a Reconciliation, and procure eternal 
Redemption and Salvation for us; and, as acting 


in this noble and exalted Character, performing 


the Buſineſs of a Mediator and Saviour for us. 
And ſurely this, which is ſo much the Buſineſs 


and Drift of the Goſpel,ſhould be made the Sub- 


ject and Scope of Miniſters Preaching, to whom 
the Diſpenſation of it is committed. Nor can 
they be ſaid truly and fully to preach Chriſt, and 
to anſwer the ſpecial Buſineſs and Deſign of their 
Office, if they wholly, or in a great Meaſure, 
neglect to treat of thoſe peculiar and important 
Doctrines of the chriſtian Revelation, which re- 
late to Chriſt's Office-Character and Work. 
They ſhould not only treat of the human A- 
poſtacy and Guilt, which is ſuppoſed in the Sal- 
vation of the Goſpel, and upon which it is 
grounded, and labour, by the Precepts and Teſ- 
timony of the Law, to convince Men of their 
Sins and Obnoxiouſneſs to God's eternal Wrath 
and Curſe, and of their own Inability to obtain 
Righteouſneſs, Juſtification and Life by the 
Deeds of the Law, and conſequently of their 
abſolute Need of a Saviour; but alſo be eſpecial- 


ly careful to point out the glorious Remedy 


which divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs hath pro- 
vided, and teſtify that the Father ſent the Son to bg 
the Saviour of the World. 1 Joh. 4. 14. 


They 
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They ſhould endeavour, as diſtinctly as they 
can, to ley open God's eternal Counſels of Peace, 
and ſaving Purpoſes towards apoſtate Mankind, 
and ſhow that he 1s in Chriſt reconciling the M. orld 
unto himſelf, not imputiug unto them their Treſpaſſes, 
and with how much Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and 
Faithfulneſs, he hath been, and ſtill is carrying 
on theſe Counſels and Purpoſes of his Love and 
Mercy. 

They ſhould diſcourſe and reaſon upon the 
great Topics of the chriſtian Faith and Verity, 
and labour to prove the divine Miſhon and Au- 
thority of Chriſt, from his miraculous Works, as. 
well as from the Nature and Tendency of his 
Doctrine; and alſo to ſhew from the ancient 
Prophecies which relate to the Meſſiah, and the 
punctual Accompliſhment of them in him, that 
this Teſus whom they preach is very Chriſt, the true 
Meſſiah and only Mediator, whom God hath 
anointed to this Office, and ſent to redeem and 
fave a periſhing World. 

Nor is it ſufficient to repreſent him only in his 
general Character and Office, as our Mediator 
and Redeemer ; but they ſhould alſo treat diſtilict- 


ly of his particular Offices of a Prophet, Prieſt 


and King, with which he is inveſted, and which 
are united in him ; explain the Nature and.De- 


ſign of each of them; and ſhew his Faithfulneſs 


in the ready, diligent, and punctual Diſcharge 


of them. 


They ſhould ſet him forth in his prophetic Of- 


fice, as a Teacher ſent from God, to reveal his Will, 
Hy B 2 and 
* 2 Cor. 5. 19. 
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and make the laſt Oyertures of Mercy, Peace and 
Salvation to Mankind ; in whom were fulfilled 
the Words of the Prophet, Iſaiah 61. 1, 2. The 
Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, becauſe he hath 


anointed me to preach the Goſpel to the Poor, he hath 
Jent me to heal the Broken-hearted, to preach Deli- 


werance to the Captives, and Recovery of Sight to the 
Blind, to ſet at Liberty them that are bruiſed, to preach 
the acceptable Year of the Lord. | 

They ſhould preach his eternal and unchange- 
able Prie/thood ;— That he was ordained of God 
an High-Prieſt for us, in Things pertaining unto 
(God, to make Reconciliation for the Sins of the Peo- 
ple; and that he gave himſelf for us, an Offering 
and a Sacrifice to God for a ſweet ſmelling Savour; 
and is paſſed into the Heavens, n#w to appear in the 
Preſence of God for us, as out perpetual Advocate, 
The Croſs of Chriſt was what the Apoſtles teſti- 
fied, and much inſiſted upon in their Preaching. 
It was this Doctrine that was ſo peculiarly of- 
fenſive to Fews and Greeks, but which, however, 
was attended with remarkable Power and Effica- 
cy for the Salvation of them that believed. 1 Cor. 
1. 18. For the Preaching of the Croſs is to them that 


periſh Fooliſhneſs : but unto us which are ſaved, it is 


the Power of God. Ver. 23, 24. But we preach 
Chrift crucified, unto the Fews a ſtumbling Block, and 
unto the Grreeks Foohiſhneſs ; but unto them which 
gre called, both Fews and Greeks, Chriſt, the Power 
of God, and the Wiſdom of God. Yea, of ſuch Ex- 
cellence and Importance was this Doctrine in the 
Eſteem of St, Paul, that, even at Athens, the ro 
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of Philoſophy, and of all human Wiſdom and 
polite Literature, he made it the grand Theme 
of his Preaching, as being. vaſtly preferable to 
all the Wiſdom and Learning of Greece, and ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation. 1 Cor. 2. 2. For I deter- 
mined not to know any Thing among you, ſave Jeſus 


| Chriſt, and him crucified. And Goſpel- Miniſters 


ſhould inſiſt much upon this diſtinguiſhing and 
important Doctrine of Chriſtianity, whoever may 
be prejudiced againſt, or offended at it ; and treat 
it not barely as a Matter of Fact, but deſigned 
for our Reconcilement unto God ; ſhewing the 
Virtue and Efficacy, as well as the Neceſſity, of 
Chriſt's atoning Sacrifice, and the Power and 
Prevalency of his Interceſſion: That, as our 
great High-Prieſt, he hath by his own Blood entred 


into the Ho:y-Place, even into Heaven itſelf, ha- 


ving obtained eternal Redemption for us; and that 


he 7s able alſo to ſave them to the uttermoſt that come 


unto God by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make In- 
terceſſion for them. Heb. 7. 25. 

They ſhould alſo preach his Royalty and Do- 
minion, as King and Head of the Church; that 


this ſame Jeſus who was crucified, is raiſed from 


the Dead, exalted and ſeated at theRight-Hand 


of God, and made both Lord and Chriſt, and hath 


all Things put inte Subjection unto him: That he hath 


on his Veſture, and on his Thigh, a Name written, 


KING or KINGS, AND LoRD of LokDs; 4 
and by his Power and Authority gives Laws 


and Ordinances to his Church; ſubdues the 
Hearts of Men to a willing Obedience and Sub- 


jection 


* Heb. 9. 12. | Rev. 19. 16. 
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jection by the Influences of his Word and Spirit; 


leads and guides, protecteth and defendeth them, 
and diſpenſeth all ſpiritual and ſaving Bleſſings 


to them; reſtrains and conquereth his and their 


Enemies, and over-ruleth all Things for the beſt 
Good of his Choſen : And that it is he which was 
ordained of God to be the Fudge of Quick and Dead,+ 


and who will hereafter come again with Power 


and great Glory, and all the Tokens of Royalty 


and Majeſty, to raiſe the Dead, and to judge 


the World, and to give unto every Man accor- 
ding'to his Works, whether they be good or 
bad, without Reſpect of Perſons. | 

3. To preach Chriſt is to preach the precious Be- 
nefits of Chriſt. 15 

Unto me, ſays St. Paul ( Eph. 3. 8.) who am 
leſs than the leaſt of all Saints, is this Grace given, 
that I ſhould preach among theGentiles the unſearch- 
able Riches of Chriſt. And every Miniſter of 
Chriſt ſhould do the ſame ; by ſetting forth his 
infinite Fulneſs, the manifold and ineſtimable 
Bleſſings that are treaſured up in him, purchaſed, 
offered, and diſpenſed by him ; and ſhewing what 
is the Hope of his Calling, and what are the Riches 
of the Glory of his Inheritance in the Saints,* Not 
only the external Privileges and Advantages of 
the Goſpel, ſuch as the Word, Miniſtry, and Or- 


dinances ; but alſo the inward, ſpiritual, and ſa- 


vingBleflings of it, ſuch as the Redemption from 
Sin andthe Curſe of the Law effectual Calling. 
Juſtification unto Life Sanctification of the Spi- 
rit being made the Sons and Heirs of God by 
Adoption Peace with God, and free Accels to 


and 
+ Acts 10. 42, * Eph. 1. 18. | 
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and Acceptance with him Wiſdom, Righteouſ- 


neſs, and Strength Sure Guidance and Aſſiſ- 


or tance, Protection and Support, under preſent Tri- 


als—the Indwelling, Sealing, Witneſs and Com- 


forts of the Holy-Spirit—the Joy of Faith and 


Hope,---and future compleat and everlaſting 
Glory and Bleſſedneſs in the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, ſhould be mentioned in their proper Place: 


he Nature of theſe Benefits explained; the 


Preciouſneſs, Excellency and Importance of them 


3 . ** wa e * N 3 1 
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illuſtrated; their Connexion and Harmony ſhewn, 


and each one its proper Weight given it; and all 
of them conſidered as flowing from Chriſt, and 
the Fruits of his mediatorial Offices and Works; 
who of God is made unto us Wiſdom, and Righteouſ- 
neſs, and Sanctification, and Redemption. 1 Cor. 1. 30. 

4. To preach Chriſt is to preach the Laws of 
Chriſt, or the Duties which he hath injoined, 

The Goſpel injoins Duties, as well as reveals 
Grace and Truth. It is eminently the Doctrine 
of Grace, and yet, in the {ſtricteſt Senſe, a Doc- 
trine according to Godlineſs ; containing Duties to 
be performed, as well as Truths to be believed. 
In order to our being intereſted in Chriſt, and 
partaking of his ſaving Benefits, it requires not 
only Faith in Chriſt, and Repentance of Sin, but 
alſo univerſal Holineſs of Heart and Life. It is 
ſo far from encouraging Licentiouſneſs, that it 


ö teaches us, that denying U ngodlineſs , andwor ldly 
' Lufts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly 


in this preſent World. And Miniſters ſhould 


preach and inculcate the Duties of the Goſpel; 
| teaching 


+ Titus 2. 12. nag 
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teaching Men to obſerve all Things WO wa 
hath commanded them. Mat. 28. 20. 


They ſhould re/tif Repentance reward God, and 4 


F aith t#ward our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 34 carefully 
explain-the Nature of theſe Duties, and ſhew the 
Neceſſity of them, in order to the obtaining Par- 
don, Jaitiarion and eternal Life : Nor ſhould 
they, by any Means, neglect to teach, and preſs 
Obedience to the Laws of Chriſt to inculcate 
the Duties of Piety toward God, of Righteouſ- 
neſs and Charity toward Men, and of Sobriety 


and Temperance with reſpe& to Ourſelves, and 
to urge Men to the ſincere, ſteady, uniform, and 


perſevering Practice of thoſe good Works, which 
God hath ordained that we ſhould walkin them, and 


which St. Paul.did, and willed that Titus and 


all other 'Miniſters ſhould, "conſtantly + affirm, that 
they which have. believed in God ſhould be tareful to 


maintain, f as being truly pleaſing and acceptable 


to God through Jeſus Chriſt, and neceſſary to 
the true Dignity and Perfection of our Nature, 
and to make us meet to be Partakers of the Inheri- 
tance of the Saints in Light. Alt is a very faulty 
Neglect in Miniſters, not to inſiſt much and 
ſtrenuouſly upon thoſe Virtues of Mind and Life, 
thoſe good Works of Piety and Charity, Humi- 
lity and Holineſs, which the Goſpel ſo ſtrongly 
1njoins and enforces,” and which it is ſo much the 
Buſineſs andDefign of it topromote in us. Chriſ- 
tianity was never deſigned to ſubvert the Duties 
of Morality and natural Religion, but to clear and 
enforce them; and our Obligations thereunto 


1 "FE 
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are ſtrengthened and increaſed, rather than di- 
miniſhed, by the Gofpel-Revelation. And it is 


ke Part of Goſj pel-Mmiſters to teach and enforce 


theſe Duties, with all Clearneſs and Strength of 


Argument, as Matters of great Moment and e- 


verlaſting Concernment. In doing this they 


ſhould not only have Recourſe to Reaſon and 


Conſcience, and make uſe of all the Moti ves and 
Arguments that can be fetched from thence; but 
alſo teach them in the ſpecial Reference they 
bear to Chriſt, as injoined by his Authority, and 


| performed by Grace and Strength derived from 
him; and enforce them by the ſpecial Motives 


and Arguments of the Goſpel, the Authority and 


J Example, the Grace and Love of Chriſt, the Con- 


ſideration of. our Accountableneſs to him, and of 


5 thoſe eternal Rewards and Punithments of the 
next Life, which are brought to Eight by the 


Goſpel. 3 
Having thus ſhewn, that Goſpel-Miniſters 


ſhould preach Chriſt, and what is implied here- 


in, I paſs on to ſay, 
II. That they ſhould do this in a clear, full, and 


¶ perſuaſive Manner; * warning every Man, and 
teaching every Man in all Wiſdom.“ 


Theſe Expreſſions, warning every Man, and 


¶ teaching every Man in all Wiſdom, may be conſi- 
dered as exegetical oſ the former, and inteuding 
the ſame Thing as preaching Chriſt : Or rather, 


as referring to the Manner of doing it, i. e. in a 
clear, full, and perſuaſive Manner, and with all 
the Wiſdom and Prudence, and Addreſs, that a 
Man is Maſter of. 95 

* n Miniſters 


\ 
* 
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„ Miniſters are ſet as Fatchmen \ to give Warn- 
ing to the People from Chriſt, and to admoniſh 
them in the Lord of their Sin and Danger.--'They 
are alſo Overſeers of the Fleck, whoſe ſpecial Bu- 
ſineſs it is, to feed the Church of God, which he hath 
purchaſed with his own Blood * by faithfully diſ- 


penſing the Food of God's Houſe, the Truths of 
his Word, for their ſpiritual Nouriſhment and 
Growth in Grace: And they ſhould take Heed 


to do both in a clear, full, and perſuaſive Man- 


ner, ſo as, if poſſible, to take Effect. 


They ſhould in Chriſt's Name, and from his 


Word, give clear and faithful, full and timely 


Warning of every threatning Evil and Danger—- 
cry aloud and ſpare not to ſhew unto Men their 
Tranſgreſſions and their Sins - caution and warn 
them againſt an evil Heart of Unbelief, in depart- | 
ing from the living God—againſt perſiſting in their | 
Impenitency, and hardening themſelves in their 
Diſobedience to the Goſpel—againſt all vicious 
Affections and fleſhly Luſts—againſt Hypocriſy ! 
and Self-Righteouſneſs—againſt grievous Errors 
andHereſies, Backſliding and Apoſtacy, Schiſm | 
and Diviſions, vain Janglings and Diſputings, and 
whatever is prejudicial to their ſpiritual Intereſts, | 
and tends to ſubvert their Souls; and endeavour 
to ſet the evil Nature, the great Polly and Dan- | 
ger, and fatal Tendency and Conſequences of | 


theſe Things in a clear and ſtriking Light. 


They ſhould teach Men in all Wiſdom,---in all 
the Truths and Duties of the Goſpel, which is, 
by Way of Eminency, he Word Han and} 


"15M. 
* 


* " | . 9 , 
* 
fas 20, 28. | 3 
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is able to make them wiſe unto Salvation----inſtru& 
them plainly and fully in all the important Arti- 
cles of the chriſtian Faith, and neceſſary Virtues 
and Duties of the chriſtian Life---declare rhe whole 
Counſel of God,--and omit nothing thar is requiſite 
for them to know, believe, and do, in order to 
their pleaſing God, and being accepted and ap- 
proved in Chriſt. In treating of the deep Things 

of God, the great Myſteries of Godlineſs, they 
ſhould be ſpecially careful to uſe Plainneſs of 
Speech; ſpeaking of them, not in Words which 
Man's Wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy-Ghoſt 
teacheth ; comparing foiritual Things with ſpiritual * 
Not ſoaring above the Capacity of their Hearcrs 
in airy Speculations, lofty Expreſſions, or obſcure 
Phraſes, which tend rather to amuſe and puzzle, 
than to inform the Underſtanding, to pleaſe the 
Fancy and raiſe the Imagination, than to win 
the Will and Aﬀections to a Compliance with 
the Truth as it is in Jeſus, and excite a rational 
Devotion : Nor yet groveling far beneath the 
Dignity of their Subject, or making uſe of un- 
couth Phraſes, odd and awkward Expreſſions, or 
ſuch party Terms, as are rather grating and of- 
fenſive, than pleaſing, to a ſober and judicious 
Ear, and miniſter Queſtions and Strifes ; rather 
than godly Erifying in i Thrift Teſus ; but always en- 
deavouring to preſerve a clear but manly Style 
and Diction, becoming the Dignity and Iwpor- 
tance of the Truths delivered, and that hath the 
greateſt Aptitude to convey them in the moſt 
plain and forcible Manner. And in treating 
; | C 2 upor 
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upon the plainer Truths and Duties of Religion, 


they ſhould be concerned to uſe Uncorruptneſs, 


Gravity, Sincerity, and ſound Speech, that cannot 
be condemned; fetting them forth, not altogether 
in the Dreſs of hamanWifdom and Oratory, and 
the Flouriſhes of Rhetorick ; bur' repreſenting 
them in their own true, naked, and ſcriptural 


Light, that they may come with their native 
Force, and make a more deep and laſting Im- 
233 upon the Hearts and Conſciences of their 


carers. - | 
And all this is to be done in the moſt afﬀecti- 


onate and perſuaſive Manner. Men are to be 


compelled to embrace Chriſtianity, not by exter- 


nal Force and Violence, but by the gentle and 


conſtraining Methods of Reaſon and Perſuaſion. 
Impenitent Sinners are to be warned in theBowels 
of Chriſt of the Danger they are in of periſhing 


everlaſtingly ; perſuaded by the Terrors of the 


Lord, to flee from the Wrath to come ; and in- 


treated by the Love of God, and the Gentleneſs 
of Chriſt, and all the indearing Motives of the 


Goſpel, to repent and turn to God, and be re- 
conciled unto him. Believers are to be admo- 


niſhed of their Defects and Failings in the Spirit 


of Love and Meekneſs; urged to continue ſted- 
faſt in the Grace of God, encouraged and con- 


firmed in the Faith and Hope of the Goſpel ; ex- 


horted, comforted. and charged (ts a Father doth his 
Children) to walk worthy of God, who hath called 
them unto his Kingdom and Glory. 1 Theſ. 2. 11, 


4 


7 
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Furthermore, 
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Furthermore, This Care is to be extended to 


7 all of every Age, Character, and Denomination, 


without any partial Reſpect to Perſons. AU 


have ſinned and came foort of the Glory of God: 


All are obnoxious to eternal Condemnation : 
Alt have Souls to fave, and are equally concer- 
ned in the common Salvation of the Gofpel : 
And Miniſters ſhould preachChriſt to All-—invite 
All to come unto him for Life warn and in- 
ſtruct every Man in all Wiſdom, according to his 


particular State and Circumſtances, and as the- 


Exigencies of the Cafe require-----and, as good 
Stewards of the Myſteries of God, rightly divide 
the Word of Truth, and prudently diſtribute #o 
every one his Portion in due Seaſon ; that none, 
through their Partiality or Neglect, may remain 
in woful Ignorance, and periſh for Lack of 
Knowledge ; but that all, being enriched by 
them in all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Underſtanding, may 
be farniſhed unto every good Work, and ſtand com- 


pleat in the whole Will of God, lacking nothing. -- 


I proceed to ſhew, 


III. That their principal View and governing Aim 


herein ſhould be, That they may preſent every 
Man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus.” For in him (ſays 
St. Paul, Col. 2. 9, 10, dwelleth all the Fulneſs 


of the God-head bodily. And ye are compleat in him. - 
which is the Head of all Principality and Power, 


To be compleat in Chriſt may ſignify both our 
being complcatly juſtified through his perfect 
Righteouſneſs and Atonement, and alſo our be- 


formed 


ing renewed and ſanctified by his Spirit, and ſo 


— 
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formed to his Image and Likeneſs, and gradual- 
ly built up in a Conformity to him, in all chriſ- 


tian Graces and Virtues, unto final and compleat | 


Glory and Bleſſedneſs in Heaven. 


But this Expreſſion of being perfed, as appli- 


ed to the Saints in Scripture, has, I think, a ſpe- 
cial Reference to their internal Sanctification, 
their moral Character, or that holy Temper and 


Life they are of: In which Reſpect, indeed, it 


can be ſtrictly affirmed of none, that they are 


perfect in this Life; yet, in a qualified and ſcrip- 


tural Senſe, they may be ſaid to be more or leſs 
fo, according to the Progreſs and Attainments 
they make in chriſtian Knowledge, Grace, and 
Holineſs, and thoſe Virtues of Mind and Lite, 
which reſemble them to God and Chriſt, and in 
which the true Dignity, Happineſs and Perfec- 
tion of their Nature conſiſt. And fo, to preſent 
Men perſect in Chriſt Jeſus, may imply, not on- 


ly, or ſimply, winning or eſpouſing them to him, 


by a cordial Faith in and Subjection to him, as 


their Lord and Saviour, but allo training them 


up in the Knowledge of Chriſt, and a growing 
Conformity unto him in all chriſtian Graces and 
Virtues, that they may be meet to be Partakers 
of the Inheritance of the Saipts in Light, and finally 
preſented, without Spot or Wrinkle, before the Pre- 
1 of his Glery with exceeding Je JÞ 


This is the grand Deſign of the Goſpel-Mi- 
4. 11, &c. He gave ſome, Apoſtles : 


niſtry. Eph. 


and ſome, Prophets : aud ſome, Fuangeliſts : and 


ſome, Paftory and Teachers; fe” the perfeding of 


the 
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the Sainer, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the 
edifying of the Body of Chriſt : Till we all come in 
the Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect Man, unto the Ae 
of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt : That we 
henceforth be no more Children, toſſed to and fro, and 
carried about with every Wind of Doctrine, by the 
Sleight of Men, and cunning Craftineſs, whereby 
they lie in Wait to deceive : But ſpeaking Truth in 
Love, may grow up into him in all Things, which is 
the Head, even. Chriſt, And this is what the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould aim at, and make 
the grand Scope and End of their Preaching.--- 
Love to Chriſt, and a compaſſionate Concern 
for the Welfare and Salvation of precious Souls, 
ſhould be the animating Principle and Motive in 


the Whole of their miniſterial Work. Whatever 


other ſubordinateViews they may lawfully have, 
their principal and governing Aim ſhould be, to 
win Souls to Chriſt, and to preſent them perfect 
in him. With this View and Deſign ſhould they 
engage, and conſtantly proceed in their great 
Work ; preaching Chriſt, not out of Envy, but of 


good Will ; not ſeeking for themſelves, as their 
ultimate End, ſecular Honors and Profits, but the 


Honor of Chriſt, the Advancement of his King- 
dom, and the ſpiritual Profit of the Souls com- 
mitted to their Care, that they may be ſaved ; 

travailing, as it were, in Birth, by earneſt Con- 
cern and Prayer, for them, that 22 iſt may be for- 


med in them; labouring to build them up in all 
Things, and to perfect n which is lacking in their 


Faith 
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Faith and Obedience; affectionately warning 
and admonithing, counſelling and exhorting, 
comforting and charging them, and becoming all 
Things to all Men, as tar as is allowable, that by 
all Means they may ſave their Souls. | 
Not that the moſt faithful Preaching is always 
attended with defired Succeſs : So far from it, 
that the wiſeſt and beſt Miniſters often have Oc- 
caſion to complain and fay, Ve have laboured in 
vain, and ſpent our Strength for Nought, with Re- 
ſpect to many, if not the Bulk of their Hear- 
ers. But notwithſtanding all Diſcouragements 
of this Nature, they ſhould proceed in the ſtea- 
dy and faithful Diſcharge. of their Duty; as 
knowing that their Judgment is ſurely with the 
Lord, and their Work with their God: and though 
Ifrazl be not gathered, yet they ſhall be glorious in 
the Eyes of the Lord, and their God thall be their 
Strength ; and that whether many, or few, are 
ſaved by their Miniſtry, yet, if they are faithful 
in the Diſcharge of it, they ſhall deliver their 
own Souls, and their Labour ſhall be accepted 
in the Lord, and meet a divine and everlaſting 
Reward. ; 
The Diſcourſe we have been upon ſuggeſts 
ſeyeral uſeful and important Reflections. 
1. How illuſtrious is the Divine Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs in the Inſtitution of the Goſpel-Mini- 
5 7 
The Goſpel is, by Way of Eminence, a Dil- 
penfation of Grace, and the Divine Wiſdom and 


Goodneb are illuſtriouſly diſplayed, in the Whole, 
and 
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and in the ſeveral Parts and Branches of it. The 
Goſpel-Miniſtry, in particular, is a wiſe and 
gracious Inſtitution, and ſheweth the render 
and faithful Care of Chriſt toward his Church, in 
providing ſo well for its ſpiritual Inſtruction and 
Support, Edification and Comfort. It was one 
of. the great Bleſſings which God promiſed to his 
People of old, I will give you Paſtors according to 
mine Heart, which ſhall feed you with Knowledge 
and Underſtanding. Jer. 3. 15. And Goſpel-Mi- 
niſters are to be acknowleged, with all Thank- 
ſulneſs, as precious Gifts of our aſcended Savi- 
our; beſtowed for moſt important Uſes and be- 


neficial Purpoſes, even for the Propagation and 
Defence of Religion, for teaching, explaining, 
and inculcating the great Truths and Duties of 


it, and perfecting Men in the Knowledge and 
Practice of them. And however the Preaching 
of Chriſt by weak and frail Men, may, by ſome, 


* beaccounted Fooliſhneſs, and treated with Con- 


tempt; yet the Wiſdom, Power, and Grace of 
God are clearly - manifeſted, in pitching upon, 
and making Uſe of ſuch Means for effecting the 
Salvation of them that believe. And very con- 
ſpicuous 1s the Care of divine Providence, in 
continuing the Goſpel-Miniſtry in the Church, 
and in raiſing up a Succeſſion of Men in every 
Age and Place of it, whom he 1s pleaſed to qua- 
lify for, and to employ in this ſacred and impor- 


tant Office, and in ſucceeding their faithful La- 


bours and Miniſtrations, for ſaving Good to ma- 


D 2. Whar 
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2. What hath been diſcourſed ſheweth ſome- 
thing of the Dignity, Importance, and Difficulty 
of the miniſterial Office. 

Mean and contemptible as chis may appear in 
the Eyes of ſome, it is an Office of high Dignity, 
and a great Honor to be employed in it. The 
Son of God himſelf, who ſurpaſſes the Angels of 
Heaven in Dignity, and 1s far more excellent and 
glorious than they, was a Teacher ſent from God, 
anointed to preach the Goſpel to the Poor---to pro- 
claim the acceptable Year of 2 Lord : And Goſ- 
pel-Miniſters are his Servants by Office, his Am- 
baſſadors, authorized and ſent by him, to offici- 
ate in his Name and Stead, and to manage in the 
Affairs of his ſpiritual Kingdom. The Embaſſy 
they are charged with is of the nobleſt Kind, 
and greateſt Importance: They are ſent to de- 
liver his Meſſages of Grace and Salvation to ſin- 
ful Men, and to perſuade them, through him, 
to be reconciled unto God. And thoſe, upon 
whom Chriſt conferreth this diſtinguiſhing Ho- 
nor, are to be eſteemed very highly for their Work's 
Sate: 1 Theſ. 5. 13. They are to be received 


with Gratitude and Joy, and treated with a 


hearty and welcome Reſpect; ſuitable to the 
Dignity and Importance of their Office. How 
beautiful are the Feet of them that preach the Goſpel 


of Peace, and bring glad Tidings of good Things. 


Rom. 10. 15. 
And the Importance of the miniſterial Office 
beareth Proportion to the Dignity of it. They, 


who are called to it, have aſſigned them a Work 
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.of a molt intereſting Nature, and of the greateſt 


Concernment both. to themſelves and others: 
They have the Care of precious and immortal 
Souls committed unto them, for which they are 
to watch, as they that muſt give an Account: They 
are intruſted with the glorious Goſpel of the bleſſed 
God, which they are intimately concerned, as far 
as in them lies, to preſerve pure and entire, and 
with Fidelity and Prudence to diſpenſe unto o- 
thers :--- That Goſpel, the Preaching of which 
is attended with the moſt awful Conſequences 
to them, to whom it is diſpenſed : To ſome it 
proves a Savour of Life unto Life ; but unto O- 
thers a Savour of Death unto Death ; according 
to the different Reception it meets with from, 
and the different Effects, which, in Conſequence 
thereof, it -hath upon them. A Buſineſs this, 
O! how weighty, ſolemn, and important! The 
Thought hereof, joined with a proper Senſe of 
their own Inſufficiency for it, may well check 
the Forwardneſs, and Preſumption, of thoſe, 
who are eager to run before they are ſent, and 
influence thoſe who are regularly called unto it, 
to undertake it with pious Fear and Trembling. 
And the Difficulties, attending this honorable 
and important Work, are very great : They are 
beſt known to thoſe who have had moſt and 
longeſt Experience of them. Beſides the Study 
and Labour, Prayerfulneſs and Vigilance, requi- 
ſite to the due Performance of it ; the Oppoſt- 
tion and Diſcouragements, that are commonly 
to be met with in it, from the Ignorance and 
- I _ Corruptions, 
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1 


Corruptions, the Peejudices and Luſts of Men, x Fo 


and the Unkindneſs and Ill- uſage occaſioned 
thereby, render it peculiarly difficult: And it 
requires no ſmall Degree of Wiſdom and Meek- 
neſs, Fortitude and Patience, to diſcharge it a- 
right, ſo as to be pure from the Blood of all Men, * 

and unto God a. * ſweet Savour of Chriſt, in them 
that are ſaved, and in them that periſh. 2 Cor. 2. 15. 


3. They who engage in the Work of the 
Miniſtry, or are introduced into it, ſhould be, 
in ſome good Meaſure, qualified for it. 

It is not every one, that is furniſhed for, or 
fit ro be employed in the Work of theMiniſtry. 
This is a Buſineſs too great, difficult,and weigh- 
ty, to be fafely committed to, or well managed 
by, weak, unſkilful, and wicked Hands. They 
who enter upon, and are ſet apart to this ſacred 


Employment, ſhould be Men of good Parts and 
Learning, ſincere Piety, and univerſal Integrity 
holding Faith, and a good Conſcience. + 


and Virtue ; 
T hey, whoſe ſpecial Buſineſs it is to preach Chriſt 
unto others, ought to be well acquainted with 


him themſelves, and have hisGlory, the Intereſt 


of his Kingdom, and the Good of precious Souls 


They. ſhould have a good Underſtanding, a 
competent Knowledge of thoſe important 
Truths of Chriſtianity, which they are to teach 
and inculcate. In this Reſpect, they ſhould be 


as Scribes ready inſtructed to the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven as good Honſehelders, who from that 


Fund 
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5 'F and of chriſtian Knowledge, which they have 


acquired by Study and Experience, are able to 
bring forth Things new and old-----{kilful to divide 
the 2 ord of Truth aright, and to give to every one 
his Portion in due Seaſon ; ſo as to approve them- 
ſelves to God, and to the Conſciences of their 
Hearers, Workmen, that have no need to be aſhamed. 

They ſhould have that ſupreme Love toChriſt, 
and affectionate Concern for the Souls of Men, 


! predominant in them, which will cauſe them to 


love their Work, to engage in it with Delight, 


and to perform it with becoming Fervour and 


4 Diligence, and enable them to ſurmount the 
} Difficulties and Diſcouragements that lie in the 


Way. | 
And they ſhould be Men of ſuch blameleſs 


Behaviour, and good Converſation in Chriſt, as to 
adorn their chriſtian and miniſterial Character, 


and, by the Influence of their Example, to re- 
commend and enforce the holy Religion of the 
bleſſed Je/us, which it is their Duty, in all ſuit- 


able Ways, to promote. 


Perſons of this Stamp and Character only are 


0 duly qualified for the Office of the Evangelical 


Miniſtry: Nor ſhould any but thoſe, who are 


viſibly, and in the Judgment of Charity ſuch, 


ever be introduced into, and dignified with it. 
The Want of theſe Qualifications renders Perſons 
utterly unfit for it, and uncapable of perform- 
ing it in a right and acceptable Manner. And 
it is doing great Injury to Religion, and to the 
ee Character and Office, to put ignorant, 

or 
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or victous Men into it : 
apparently ſo ; whoſe weak Heads, and woful 
Ignorance, render them uncapable of inſtructing 
others in the important Principles and Duties of 
Chriſtianity ; or, whoſe ambitious and worldly 
Views lead them to /eek their own Things, and not 
the Things which are Jeſus Chriſt's ; or, whoſe 
corrupt Hearts and perverſe Diſpoſitions prompt 
them to corrupt the Word of God, and ſpeak 
Things which they ought not; to the ſubvert- 
ing of the Hearers ; or, whoſe immoral Beha- 
viour is a Scandal and Reproach to the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, and hath a direct Tendency to defeat 
the glorious Deſign of it, and to obſtruct the 
Influence and Efficacy of the molt pertinent and 
wholſome Inſtructions. 


We may infer from the preceding Diſ- 


courſe, the diſtinguiſhing Privilege, and pecu- 
liar Obligations of a People, who ſtatedly enjoy 
the Goſpel- Miniſtry and Ordinances. 

As the Goſpel-Miniſtry is a moſt wiſe and 
gracious Inſtitution of Heaven, and deſigned 


for the greateſt Good to Men; fo they who ſta- 


tedly enjoy it, are greatly privileged and ad- 
vantaged above others. Happy, in this Reſpect, 
is that People, to whom Chriſt is preached, by 
thoſe who are qualified for, and appointed to 
this Buſineſs— Happy 


of God in this Land, who, from the earlieſt 
Days of our Fathers to this preſent Time, haye 
— the Goſpel in ſo great Purity, and been 
es with a Succeſſion of able and faithful 
Miniſters, 


Such, I mean, as are 


is the Church and People 
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* Miniſters, that have gone forth into the ſeveral 
1 Parts of it, and been ſtatedly employed in teach- 
ing and preaching Chriſt to their reſpective 
| Charges, with a View to inſtruct, eſtabliſh, 
and perfect them in the Principles, and practice 
of his holy Religion. This is, with all Thank- 
| fulneſs, to be eſteemed a great and diſtinguiſh- 
1 ing Privilege, as, by Means hereof, a People 
are put under the beſt Advantages for knowing 
N the Things of their everlaſting Peace, and ſecur- 
ing all ſpiritual and ſaving Bleſſings. And 
great are the Obligations lying on ſuch a People 
diligently to improve the Privileges they enjoy 
to the good Ends for which they are granted, 
and to walk worthy of them unto all well. pleaſing. 
It greatly concerneth them, in particular, to 


receive, and. treat with a cordial Affection and 


"2 
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Reſpect, thoſe who are ſent to them in Chriſt's 
Name, with the important Meſſages of Grace 
and Salvation to reverence them as the Meſ- 
ſengers of Chriſt to eſteem them very highly in 
Love for their Work's Sate and to do what in 
1 and ſtrengthen them in 

it, by ſhewing an affectionate Regard to them, 

1 liberally ſupporting them, and, above all,* by 

their friendly Counſels, fervent Prayers, and di- 

7 ligent and profitable Attendance on their Mini- 

4 firy. If it be the Duty of Miniſters to preach 

' 4 Chriſt, it is the. Duty of thoſe, to whom he is 
7 preached, to receive with Faith and Love the 

important Meſſage: Without this, the preached 
oye will haye no ſaving Efficacy upon them: 


It 
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It is only to them that believe and obey the A 


Goſpel, that it becomes effectual to 2 
Tis not in the Power of the moſt {kilful, holy, 
and zealous Preacher to impreſs rhe Truths, 


which he delivers, in a ſaving Manner upon 
his Hearers. Paul may plant, and Apollos may 
water, but it is God only, by the Energy of his 


Spirit, that giveth the Increaſe. 


And happy 1s it when the preached Goſpel 4 


reaches its true End, and hath its deſigned Ef- 


tet upon the Hearts of thoſe that hear it. Suc- F 


ceſs in the Miniſtry affords abundant Support 
and Conſolation under the Burdens and Difhcul- 
ties of it. 1 Theſſ. 3. 7, 8. Therefore, Brethren, 
we were comforted over you, in all our Afflidion and 
Diſtreſs, by your Faith : For now we live, if ye 


and faſt in the Lord. It gives a moſt delicate 


and ſenſible Pleaſure and Joy to faithful Mini- 
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ſters, to reap this Fruit of their Labours.----To | 


ſee thoſe, for whoſe eternal Welfare they are 


deeply concerned, ſenſibly touched with the 


important and very intereſting Truths, which 
they preach to them, earneſtly concerned about 
the Salvation of their own Souls, ſollicitous to 


learn, and ready to obey the Truth in Chriſt, 


and with all Humility embracing the Offers and f 
Tenders of a compaſſionate Saviour, an all-ſuf- 
ficient Redeemer, and to behold the Foundation 


Principles of Religion hereby laid, and fixed 


deep in their Hearts, branching out in all the 


excellent Graces and manly Virtues of the 1 
chriſtian Temper and Life, and growing up to- | 


ward Perfection. And 


; ſhip of God, 


8 Caſe of thoſe, 
3 Chriſt, and reject the Word of the Lord ſpokert 
by them, and, after all the good Inſtructions 
and faithful Warnings given them, remain ob- 
2 ſtinate and impenitent : 
3 Guilt and Condemnation, lie open to, and ſhall 
inherit the tremendous Curſes denounced in the 
2 Goſpel againſt unbelieving and diſobedient Sin- 
ners: 
Guilt here, and ſhall hereafter be doomed, in 
2 righteous Judgment to the everlaſting Torments 
2 of Hell: 
3 deſigned, and ought to have been improved by 
them to prevent their future Ruin, will ſerve, 
through their wicked Abuſe of them, to aggra- 
vate their Sin and Guilt; 
[ deeper i into the Abyſs of eternal Wo and Miſery. 
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And nothing certainly can be of gteater Ad- 


* *® yantage to the Perſons themſelves, who are thus 
[ wrought upon by the Miniſtry of the Word: 

i For ſuch are intitled to the important Bleſſings 
of the new and everlaſting Covenant: 


They 
are reſtored to the Image, Favour and Friend- 
and ſhall have ſolid Peace and 
Comfort, Hope and Joy in this Life, and here- 


4 after be preſented perfect in Chriſt Jeſus, before 
the Preſence of God'sGlory with exceeding Joy. 


But fad and awful, beyond Expreſſion, is the 
who deſpiſe the Miniſters of 


Such remain under 


They are ever ſubject to the Terrors of 


And thoſe Means of Grace, which were 


and ſink them the 


And now, my Fathers and Brethren, Let theſe 


imperfect Hints ſerve to remind us, whom it 


hath pleaſed God to pra into the' Miniſtry, of 
the 
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the important Buſineſs of our Office, and the 
ſolemn Bonds we are under to the faithful Diſ- 
charge of it. The Work aſſigned us is moſt ſa- 
cred and honourable, important and difficult. 
A principal Part of it is to preach Chriſt, eſpecial- 
ly to the People of our reſpectivecharge; warn- 
ing every Man, and teaching every Man in all V. Te 
dom, that wwe may preſent every Man perfect in 
Chriſt Jeſus: To ſet him forth in a ſcriptural 
Light, in his perſonal Dignity, „ine Miſſion, 
mediatorial Characters, Offices, and Works, and 
the unſcarchable Riches of his Grace, and Be- 
neſits----to explain the Doctrines and Duties of 


Religion, as taught by Chriſt, and his Apoſtles 


---to ſhew the Truth and Importance of them--- 
and to perſuade, if poſſible, our Heaters to the 
{ſincere Belief, and uniform P- /*...c of them, by 
the moſt powerful Arguments and Motives 
which the Goſpel, and Reaſon, furniſh us with. 
And although ye know theſe Things, yet it is 
meet, ſo long as we are continued in this Office, 
to be put in Mind of, and frequently to reflect 
upon them; the more to affect and impreſs our 
Minds with them, and to excite us, in a humble 
Dependance on divine Grace and Help, to the 
vigorous and faithful Diſcharge of theDuties in- 
cumbent on us, and ſo to take Heed to the Mini- 
try, which we have received of the Lord Jeſus, to 


fulfil it; as that we may ſave our own Souls, and | 


the Sls of them that hear us. 


But what ſhall I ſay unto you, my Tay | 


whom we are now aſlembled ſolemnly to dedi- 
cate 
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cate and ſet apart to the Work of the Goſpel- 


Miniſtry in this Place? 1 zs a faithful Saying, NF 
any Man deſire the Office of a Biſhop, he deſireth a 


= Mork. This is the Office, in the ſcriptural 


Senſe, which you deſire to be inveſted in. And 
it is with Pleaſure, that I ſee you this Day con- 
ſecrating yourſelf to the Service of Chriſt in this 
good and excellent Work, for which, I hope, he 
hath in for- good Meaſure qualified you; yet 
cannot but feel a tender and trembling Con- 
cern for you, knowing the Difficulties of the 
Work, and conſidering the infinite Importance, 
and awful Conſequences of 1t.—Suffer me there- 
fore, my Dear Brother, both in the Fleſh, and in 
the Lord, f(f>r me, I ſay, in the Bowels of Chriſt 
Jeſus, and with all the Tenderneſs of fraternal 
Affection, to impreſs upon your receptive Mind 
the Things, which have been offered in the pre- 
ceding Diſcourſe, with a ſpecial View to your 
Inſtruction and Aſſiſtance in the Work you are 
engaging in. 

One priucipal Part, tho' not the Whole of 
your Buſineſs, is to preach Chriſt, even the ever- 
laſting Goſpel----the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt, 
unto Men, for their ſpiritual Inſtruction, and e- 
ternal Salvation. — A Work, O how excellent, 
ſulema, and weighty ! It is not the Bodies and 
Eſtates, but the Souls of Men, that you are prin— 
cipally to be concerned with---not ſo much their 


ſecular and temporal, as their ſpiritual and eter- 


nal Intereſt, that you are to labour, to your ut- 


moſt, to promote: Your great Concern, I ſay, 


E 2 lies 


r. 
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lies.with the Souls of Men—with the Souls of | 
this Church and People, in ſpecial, who have 
invited you to take the paſtoral Care and Charge 
of them. And although your Care and Labours 
are not to be wholly confined to them, yer are 
they to be chiefly employed for and among 
them; in diligently inſtructing, and training 
them in the Knowledge of God, and JeſusChriſt, 
and in the Belief and Practice of the holy Reli- 
= of the Goſpel. And however ſmall the 

ineyard is, in which you are called to labour, 
you will find Work enough to be done in it, to 
employ all your Time, and Talents. You have 
more Souls than your own to take Care of ; and 
you greatly hazard your own, by taking upon 
you the Care of others. Not more ſtrict and 
awful was the Charge given to the Man, men- 
tioned 1 Kin. 20. 39. to whom one Man brought 
another, ſaying, Keep this Man ; if by any Means 


he is miſſing, then ſhall thy Life be for his Life, than 


that which is now to be given unto you. — To 


your Cuſtody are to be committed the Souls of 


this People, with a ſolemn Charge to keep them 
with all poſſible Care, that none of them may 
be loſt, and periſh eternally, through your Fault; 

each of which is of infinite Value, and for. each 
of which you muſt watch, and give an Account 
unto Him, that hall judge the Quicł, and the Dead, 
at his Appearance. And, a7 how happy will 


it be, both for your Self and Them, if you faith- 


fully keep this Charge. But alas ! How ſad and 
dreadful, if you neglect it, to the Loſs and Ruin 
of your own, and their Souls ! You 
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You will therefore take Heed unto your Mini- 


ſary to fulfil it. You will, from Love to Chriſt, 


and a tender, compaſſionate Concern for the 
Souls commuted to your Care, endeavour, in 
the moſt full, clear, and perſuaſive Manner, to 
preach Chriſt unto them, in his perſonal Charac- 
ter and Dignity ; in his mediatorial Offices and 
Works; in his ſaving Benefits; and in his Laws 
and Ordinances ; warning every Man, and teaching 
every Man in all Wiſdom, that you may preſent every 
Man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. With this View you 
will enter upon your Miniſtry : This you will 
make your principal End, and governing Aim, 
in the curſory and ſtated Diſcharge of it. To 
this End, you will be concerned to know Feſus 
Chriſt, and him crucified, and to gain, not only 
a competent and thorough, but alſo an experi- 
mental and ſavingAcquaintance with the Truths, 
which you are to preach unto others: And in 
order hereunto, you will give yourſelf continually 
to Reading, Meditation, and Prayer; and in this 
Way, labour after thoſe noble Attainments in 
chriſtian Knowledge, Grace, and Holineſs, 
whereby you may be well furniſhed, - and diſpo- 
ſed, to every good Work, both as a Miniſter, 
and a Chriſtian, and become an able and ſkilful 
Tnſtructor, a faithful Guide to others, in the 
Matters of their Salvation, and approve yourſelf 
unto God, a Workman that needeth not be aſhamed, 
rightly dividing the Word of Truth, You will 
diligently improve all your Gifts and Talents in 
promoting the Honour and Kingdom of cu, 
an 
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and the Salvation of precious and immortal 
Souls; and willingly ſpend, and be ſpent for them, 
though the more abundantly you love them, the leſs 
yon be loved. For you "wal expect, notwith- 
ſtanding you are engaged in ſo friendly a Work 
and Deſign, to meet with much Difficulty and 
Oppoſition in it: And it may be, the more 
faithful you are in warning, reproving, and in- 
ſtructing Men, the more you will diſpleaſe them, 
and provoke them to oppoſe and treat you ill. 
But let none of theſe Things move you, to deter 
your Work, or to Sloth and Negligence in it; 


but do thou endure Hardneſs, as a gocd Soldier 5 


Jeſus Chriſt, aud ſo jpeak the faithful Word com- 


mitted to your Trult, t as pleaſing Men, but 


God, who trieth your Hearts, and ſhun uot to declare 
the whole Counſel of God, fo as to be pure from the 
Blood of all Men: Withal making it your conſtant 
Care to go before them in the ſtedfaſt Profeſ- 
ſion, and uniform Practice, of thoſe Truths and 
Dutie of Religion, which you teach, and in— 
culcate upon them; that by your Example, as 
well as Doctrine, you may forcibly recommend 
Chriſtianity, and hold forth the Word of Life, o 
as not to run in vain, or labour in vain. 

And under a deep and abiding Senſe of your 
own Weakneſs and Inſufficiency for this great 
Work, you will always have your Eye and 
Heart to Chriſt, your humble Dependance upon 
Him, who is the Head of all divine Influences, 
for his gracious Preſence with you, his all- ſuffi- 
cient Grace and Aids to be afforded you, and his 
effectualBleſſing upon yourMiniſtry ;as knowing 

that 
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that without him you can do nothing, and that neither 
he that planteth, nor he that watereth is any Thing ; 
but God, that giveth the Increaſe.---So doing So 


Malt be a good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, and may 


hope for Succeſs in your Miniſtry : This, at leaſt, 
you may be ſure of, that you ſhall be «nts Gal 
a ſweet Savour of C briſt, in them that are ſaved, and 
in them that periſh, and ſhall in no wiſe loje your 
Reward. 

May Chriſt Jeſus, the Saviour and Head of the 
Church, who putteth you, in his ordinary and 
appointed Way, into the Miniſtry, abundantly 
enrich you with all miniſterial Gifts, and Graces, 
aftord you his ſpecial Preſence, and effectual Blef- 
{ing, and make you the /pir/tual Father of many 


Spiritual Children here; that when you ſhall be 


called to give up your Account to him, you may 


appear at the Head of a numerous Progeny, whom 


you have begotten by the Goſpel, and. to your and 
their compicat and everlaſting Felicity and Joy, 
preſent them perfect in him, faywng, Here, Lord, 
am 1, and the Children which th-u haſt given me. 
I would now addreſs the Church and People 
of God in this Place. 
Brethren beloved, The Wiſdom and Care of 
our aſcended Redcemer is thankfully to be ac- 
knowledged iu ſending forth Labourers into va- 
cant and diſtant Parts of his Vineyard : And 'tis 
Matter · of Joy and Praiſe, that they are come as 
far as unto you, and even beyond you, preach- 
ing the Goſpel of God: How beautiful, how plea- 
ſant to behold, are the Feet of rhen that preach the = 
Go/pel 
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Goſpel of Peace, and bring the glad Tidings of Sal- 
vation in thefe Borders of the Wildernefs, which, 
not long ſince, ecchoed with the horrid Rumours 
of War, and the hideous Yells of roaming Sa- 
wages, more fierce and cruel than the wild Beaſts 
of the Wood, in queſt of Prey ? Will the Lord 
make the Wilderneſs like Eden, and the Deſert like 
the Garden of the Lord ; wherein ſhall be found Joy 
and Gladneſs, Thankſgiving, and the Voice of Me- 
tody.* May this Place, in particular, be as a well 

watered Garden, and a fruitful Field which the 
Lord hath bleſſed. 

Me rejoice to fee a Church of our Lord Jeſus 

_ Chriſt planted here, and that, purſuant to your 
Defires and Endeavours, he is, this Day; ſending 


pray, may be a great Bleſſing unto you. May 
you eſteem this a ſignal Favour, and with be- 
coming Joy and Thankfulneſs receive this Ser- 
vant of Ghriſt, as one of his precious Aſcenſion 
Gifts unto you ;---ſent upon this kind, noble, and 
important Buſineſs, to preach Him unto yon; warn- 
ing every Man, and teaching every Man in all Wiſ- 
dom, that he may preſent every Man perfect in Chriſt 
Jeſus. And may you teſtify your ſincere Thank- 
fulnefs herefor, by always eſteeming and loying 
him highly for his Work's Sake, and doing eve- 


fortable, and his Miniſtry happily ſucceſsful a- 
mong you. | 
Ever remember, that it is your Duty to 1 
niſter to him that teacheth you, in all weine 
. g⁰⁰ 
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you a Paſtor and Teacher, who, we hope and 


ry Thing, on your Part, to render his Life com- 
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good Things, for his Support, Comfort and En- 
couragement : And this, not merely as a Matter 
of Bounty and Charity, but as a juſt Debt—a due 
Reward of his Labour: For fo hath the Lord or- 
dained, that they which hope the Goſpel, ſhould live 
of the Goſpel.---1 Cor. 9. 14.---He hath a Right 
to an honourable Support foe you, ſo long as 
he miniſtreth to you in holy Things ; and it con- 
cerns you to make ſuitable and ſtated Proviſion 
for it, and to ſee that he hath it, leſt you incur 
the Guilt of Fraud and Injuſtice, and lay nor 
only a Temptation before, but alſo ſome Kind of 
Neceſlity upon him, to neglect the Care of your 
Souls, in order to take Care of himſelf and Fa- 
mily. 

Conſider, altho' his Office is ſacred and ho- 
nourable, that he is a frail Creature, a Man of 
liks Paſſions with you, and therefore liable to like 
Failings and Imperfections, which it concerneth 
you, not ſeverely to mark, and aggravate to his 
Diſadvantage, but candidly to bear with, and to 
cover with the Mantle of Charity. 

Brethren, pray for him ; always bearing him 
upon your Hearts in your Families, and Cloſets ; 
and pouring out your Souls in fervent affection- 
ate Interceſſion to God, that he may be aſſiſted 
and proſpered in his Miniſtry, and made a rich 
and laſting Bleſſing to you, and to your Children. 

Above all, you will be careful not to deſpiſe 
and forſake, but diligently to attend upon, and 
to profit by his Miniſtry. For if it be his Duty 
to preach Chriſt unto you, warning and inſtructing 
you in all Wiſdom, it is your's to hear, and receive 

Warning 
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Warning and Inſtruction from him, fo as that you 
may be preſented perfect is C briſt. Jeſus, 
Sad and awful indeed will be your Caſe, if un- 
der his faithful Warning and laſtruction, you re- 
main deaf, obſtinate, and finally impenitent: For 
ſo ſhall you be found miſſing at the Right-Hand 
of Chriſt in the greatDay of Accounts, and doom'd 
to an aggravated Condemnation, and mours at the 
laſt, yea mourn everlaſtingly, under theſe ſting- 
ing Reflections, ſaying, How have I hated Iuſtruc- 
tion, and my Heart deſpiſed Reproof ? And have 
not obeyed theVoice of my Teachers, nor inciined mine 
Ear to them that inſtructed me? Prov. 5. 12, 13. 
But happy will it be for yourſelves, as well 
l as for your Miniſter, if you diligently, ſeriouſly, 
'H and prayerfully attend upon his Miniſtry, ſo as 
by it to be inſtructed in, and perſuaded ſincerely 
to embrace, the Truth as it is in Jeſas, and edi- 
fyed and built up in the Knowledge of, and a 
Conformity unto him in all Things, who is the 
Head till you come to a perfe# Man, unto. the 
Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt : For 
ſo ſhall you be his Hope, Comfort, and Foy here; 
and his Glory, and Crown of Rejoicing hereafter, 
in the Preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his Com- 
ing ; when, together with him, you ſhall be pre- 
ſented perfect in Chriſt Jeſus before the Preſence of 
God's Glory with exceeding Foy. 
NOW the God of Peace, that brought again 
From the Dead our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that great 
Shepherd of the Sheep, through the Blood of the ever- 


laſting Covenant, make you perfect in every good 
Wark. 
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Work to do his Will, working in you that which is 


well-pleaſing in his Sight, through Jeſus Chriſt ; to 
whom be Glory for ever and ever. AMEN, 


. 


